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REPORT. 



The COMMITTEE, to whom “ the Report, together 
with the Surveys, Estimates, and Plans, made by 
Thomas Telford and others, by the order of 
the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury, for facilitating and improving the 
Communication between England and Ireland , 
from the City of Carlisle , by the North-west of 
Scotland” were referred ; and to examine the Matter 
thereof; and who were empowered to report their 
Observations and Opinion thereupon to The House; 
— Have come to the following Report. 



Y OUR Committee having proceeded to the inveftigation of the various 
matters contained in the Report and Surveys referred to them, and in 
order to obtain farther information refpedting thofe fubjedts, have required 
the attendance of feveral Perlons before them, whom they have examined ; 
and whole Examinations, together with the laid Report, and fuch other 
papers and documents thereby referred, as appear to them moft material, 
they have annexed by way of Appendix to this Report. 

Your Committee find that 'ft nee the laid Report, the Bridge at New 
Galloway , the neareft line of road from Dumfries, has been carried away. 

It appears to Your Committee, that the making and building the feveral 
Roads and Bridges mentioned in the faid Report, from the City of Carlifle 
to Port Patrick, and alfo the faid Bridge over the river Kenn near New 
•Galloway, will be a great Public benefit and advantage, by facilitating and 
improving the Communication between thofe places ; as one of the lines of 
Road will be near nineteen miles lefs, many hills will be avoided, and 
above thirteen hours laved in travelling, by the avoiding luch hills, 
and the building of Bridges where there are now only Ferries. But it 
appears to Your Committee, that fuch Bridges cannot be built without 
Public aid. 

It alio appears to Your Committee, that the making fuch Bridges and 
Roads, improving the Harbours, and facilitating the Communication 
between Scotland and Ireland . , have been under the confideration of His 
Majefty’s Government lince 1 802 ; and that various Memorials have been 
prefented and applications made to the Lords Commiffioners of His Ma- 
jefty’s Treafury, by the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Merchants and others of 

Great 
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Great Britain and Ireland,, Rating the great Public advantages which 
would arile therefrom, and praying that the fame might be carried into 
execution. 

Your Committee find, that no private fubferiptions or aid can be procured 
for the building the Bridges over the river Elk at Garistown and Sark, 
which feparates England and Scotland, mentioned in the laid Report and 
Surveys ; and as fuch Bridges will fave one Rage and one day’s march for 
Troops, Your Committee recommend that the fame fhould be built ac- 
cording to Mr. TdfoffPs Plans, and the expellees borne and paid bv the 
Public ; provided proper Roads leading to and from the fame arfc effe&ually 
made and kept in repair by the counties or individual proprietors, of lands 
through which the fame will pafs. 

Your Committee alfo -recommend that the Bridges over the river Eden at 
Carlifle, the river Dee at or near Caffe Douglas, and over the driver Cree 
at or near Newton Stewart, ihouTd be built, according to the Plans of 
Mr. Telford; and that the Bridge over the Kenn at or near New Galloway, 
fhould alfo be rebuilt, according to proper Plans and ERimates hereafter to 
be made by order of the Lords Commifiioners of His MajeRy’s Treafury ; 
and alfo that a new Road from Glenluce to Port Patrick through the valley, 
fhould be made, by which four miles in eighteen would be faved, betides 
avoiding hills : and it appears that fuch laR-mentioned Bridges and Roads 
cannot be built or made without Public aid : Your Committee recommend 
that one-half of the expence of building and making fuch laR-mentioned 
Bridges, and the whole of the expence of making the laid Road from Glen- 
luce to Port Patrick, be paid by the Public, provided the other half of the 
expences of making the faid Bridges is borne and paid by the counties or 
perfons intereRed therein ; and that they do keep the fame Bridges in proper 
repair, and alfo the Roads leading to and from the fame. And with refpedt 
to the Bridge Rated in Mr. Telford’s Report as proper to be built at Kirk- 
cudbright, we recommend that farther enquiries fhould be made refpefting 
the diRance and utility of making the fame, and alfo an accurate ad- 
meafurement of the different lines of Road from Carlifle to Port Patrick. 

With refpedt to the improving and making new Harbours on the coaRs 
of Scotland and Ireland, for facilitating the paflage between the two 
•Kingdoms, it appears to Your Committee to be of very great Public im- 
portance, and that the paflage between the two Kingdoms would be greatly 
facilitated and accelerated by the improvement of the harbours of Port 
Patrick and Donaghadee, and alfo by additional harbours at Port NefTock 
and Bangor, mentioned in Mr. Telford’s Report, or at Ardwel-1 and Port 
Avo, or fome other -port -or place near the harbours of Port Patrick and 
Donaghadee. But as there appears to Your Committee that a diverflty of 
opinion prevails refpefling the making new harbours, and that fufficient 
information has not been obtained on that fubje&, Your Committee are of 
opinion that farther Surveys of that part of the coafl,as well as the harbours 
of Port Patrick and Donaghadee, fhould be made by experienced nautical 
men as well as Civil Engineers, before any new Harbours are made, and to 
require their opinions of any great improvements to either of the harbours 
of Port Patrick or Donaghadee. But Your Committee do not hefitate to ■ 
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give their opinion, that the repair approved of, and ordered by the Lords of 
His Majefty’sTreafury to be made to the harbour of Port Patrick, fhould 
be immediately carried into effedl ; and alfo that the Buoys, recommended 
by Mr. Telford’s Report to be fixed near the harbour of Donaghadee, Ihould 
be immediately placed there. 

It appears, that a great faving in diftance as well as time might be faved, 
by making a new Road from near Catterick Bridge to Carlifle along the 
valleys, as all or the greater part of the Reep hills upon Stainmoor and 
elfe where along the prefent Road might be avoided : Your Committee 
therefore recommend that a Survey fhould be made of the faid line of Road, 
and an Eftimate of making the fame, by the order of the Lords Commif- 
fioners of His Majefty’s Treafury. 



269, 
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Appendix (A.) 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Examination of JOHN SPALDING, Efquire. 

S TATE to the Committee what has occurred to you refpetting Mr. Telford’s J. Spalding, Ej f. 

Report, relative to opening the communication between the North of England 1 ^ 

and the North of Ireland. — The road at prefent frequented between Dumfries and 
Newton Stewart by Caftle-Douglas and Gatchoufe, is in all 52 miles; the fhorter 
road from Dumfries to Newton Stewart by New-Galloway is only 41 miles: 
making a difference between the two roads of 1 1 miles. The latter road by New- 
Galloway, though not yet finifhed, it is expe&ed will be completed this feafon ; fo 
that the whole line of this fhorter road, being then in perfedt order for a mail coach 
or any other conveyance, will neceffarily be preferred by Travellers between England 
and Ireland. From the hardnefs of the materials, this road may be kept up at a 
moderate expence, and though it goes through a mountainous country, it is in, 
general level, and feldora obftrudted by fnow during the winter. 

The bridge over the river Kenn (near New-Galloway) having however been lately 
carried away by the floods, rnuft of neceffity be rebuilt. No regular eftimate of the 
expence has yet been obtained, but judging of its amount from what other bridges 
have coft of fimilar dimenfions in that neighbourhood, and taking into conlidera- 
tion the difficulty of the fituation, the fum required will be at leaft £.4,000, one- 
half of which would be contributed by individuals and the county. 

There is already an Inn upon the road at a place called Coflbck, 12 miles from 
Dumfries; and it is intended to erebt another Inn at Kenn Bridge, diftant from 
Coffock 11 miles, and from Newton Stewart 18; at both which places poft-horfes 
will be kept, and other neceffary accommodations afforded to Travellers of all de~ 
feriptions- 

Examination of The Right honourable the Earl of SELKIRK. 

State to the Committee what has occurred to your Lordfhip refpeding Mr. Earl of St /kirk. 

Telford’s Report, relative to opening the communication between the North of <— ~v/ 1 

England and the North of Ireland. — There was a communication from Dumfries 
-to Newton Stewart by New-Galloway, which was about 9 miles nearer than the 
.road by Kirkcudbright, and a good turnpike road nearly completed; but fince 
Mr. Telford’s Report, the bridge over the Kenn, near New- Galloway, has been fwept 
.away, owing to its having been originally infufficiently executed : that the expence 
of rebuilding it in a fubftantial manner would be greater than the perfons interefted 
could afford, and that without Public aid it could not be executed fubftantially, if 
at all, without fuch aid ; and I confider that communication as a very valuable one, 
uis being fhorter, but though, from the nature of the country through which 
-it pafl'es, I cannot confider Tt as fit, as the only road: that it paffes through a very 
mountainous tract, where it mult be frequently obftrudted in winter, and that in 
many places there is not a houfe for miles together, I'o that in cafe of accidents. 

Travellers might be much delayed and incommoded : and therefore I confider it 
advantageous for the Public not only to keep up that line, but alfo the road along 
the inhabited part of the country along the coalt through Kirkcudbright. 

Examination of EDWARD H U L L, Efquire. 

State to the Committee your opinion of Mr. Telford’s Report and Plan for Edw, Hull, E/q. 

improving and making the Harbours of Ports Patrick and Neflock in Scotland, and i . ... . 

Donagbadee 
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8 .Appendix la the REPQPlT on the Communication betzveai 

Appendix ’Donaghadee and Bangor in Ireland. — [Mr. Hull delivered in to the Committee his 
Minutes of opinion in writing, which was read.] See Appendix (C.) 

Evidence. Are you interefted in the improvement of the Harbour of Donaghadee in any other 

, 777/ Vf wa y t * ian w ^ at y° u ^ ave ftated ii) your written opinion delivered in ? — I am not, in 

SLdw. tiuU , lijq. an y p r | va t e manner; and what I have ftated is from public motives, and not from 
' ' any private confideration, or the expectations of any profit or lol's which may arife by 

making any other Harbours on the coaft of Scotland or Ireland. 

Is the ftatement- and your obfervations, which you delivered in to the Committee, 
applicable merely to the intercourfe between the two countries by paffage-veffels or 
packets ? — Certainly to that fubjeft alone. 

Can you ftate what advantages would arife to the general purpofes of navigation 
and trade, if a proper Harbour was made at Port Neffock ? — 1 conceive that great 
advantages would refult from the conftruction of fuch an Harbour. ■- 

Would any advantage or facility arife to paffage-veflels or packets from fuch an 
Harbour, and would fuch Harbour fuperfede the ufe of any Harbour at Ardwell, 
which you have mentioned in your ftatement ? — I conceive, certainly, that advantages 
would occaflonally refult to the communication between the two countries from 
Scotland to Donaghadee, by the conftruCtion of fuch an harbour at Port Neffock ; 
perhaps nearly, but not lb great as might be expected from the conftruCtion of an 
harbour at Ardwell, as the fame winds that are eligible to the getting out or in to 
Ardwell afford equal facility and fhelter as to Port Neffock. But my reafon for pre- 
ferring Ardwell 1 have already ftated. 

Can you ftate whether the depth of water in Ardwell Bay is equal to that of 
Port Neffock ? — Yes, I can, from Captain Huddart’s Chart. It appears to be as 
deep in Ardwell as in Port Neffock. 

Are there any accommodations for Travellers either at Port Neffock or Ardwell ? 
— I believe not ; there may be a few Filhermen’s huts. 

Would there be any advantages refult to the communication between the two 
countries, by the conftruCtion of a Pier at Bangor in the navigation of Port 
Neffock to the coaft of Ireland? — There are few points of wind that would 
require a packet to run to Port Neffock inftead of Port Patrick, and with any of 
thofe points of wind, a packet, bv taking advantage of the proper time of the 
Tide, would reach Donaghadee upon one tack ; and therefore I conceive fcarcely any 
advantage could refult from the conftruCtion of fuch an Harbour at Bangor. 

Can you ftate any reafon to the evidence already given, for the making a new 
Harbour, or any great improvement at Donaghadee ? — Donaghadee. Bangor, and 
Port Patrick are all dry Harbours, and therefore great advantages would refult from 
the conftrudlion of fuch a Pier as I have ftated at Donaghadee, becaufe the packets 
would there be always afloat, and of confequence, fail at all times. 

How many perfons do you fuppofe pafs and repafs between Port Patrick and 
Donaghadee in the courfe -of a year ? — In the four Packets alone there are at prelent 
no fewer than 10,000 perfons ; and there are a number of other Veflels, from eight to 
ten, that navigate conftantly from Donaghadee to Port Patrick; and as they carry 
paflengers on cheaper terms than the packets, I conceive a. greater number than 
j o,ooo perfons go by thofe veflels in a year. 

How long have you known Donaghadee ? ; — Thirty years. 

Did you in that time ever know of the lofs of a veffel between Donaghadee and 
Port Patrick ? — Yes, two in fiances of veflels (not packets) ; I know in the one 
dn fiance, the lofs was occafioned by drankennefs and negligence; and in the other 
by the crazinefs of the -veffel. 

From your .having read and ftudied the Plan of Mr. Telford, is it your opinion 
that if that plan was adapted, any diminution would be made upon the delays 
occafioned to Paffengers in the prefent ftate of the paffage, and what? — My con- 
viction is, .that if the Plans .of Meffrs. Telford and M*fLerlie, of having two packet 
ftations on each fide, were carried into effect, that no diminution of the delay and 
difficulty in the communication would take place; but on the contrary, fuch delay 
would be materially increafed. I have already ftated my opinion, that the prefent 
idelays and impediments might be eftl&ualiy removed, and in what manner. 
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. Are you Treafurer to ' the Donaghadee Packet Company ?— I am. Append!* 

t5n^ a J™'hle 1 l, OWn any ,‘ kl ?' in . forwarding the mails, which could be avoided- Mtowsof 

with'lverv 1 Certainly not, as the mails are forwarded Evidence, 

with every d.fpatch, except ,n ftorms and bad weather, and then the mails are — - 

delated, and necefTarily and properly, in my opinion. Edw, Hull y Efq. 

How many mails have you known at a time detained together at Donaghadee >— * ' ~ > 

bt S' 1 t r h ^ Ca,C ‘he eafteriy ga!e, I never knew the® packets beinf detained 

by (tor ms at Donaghadee for more than three days at any One time. “ 

theT «M- are ‘ be D o Umb ' r y ° U kncwn due from Patrick durinv 

2Jf/ CVC ,l yC T rJe ,8 ° 7 therC Wcre r,ve i 1 d ° nof believe there were ever tef 
cetamed withm the lad (even years. 

In cafe the mails ihould be fent over occafionally in fmaller boats, wnether it 
would accelerate the paffage of the mails ?-I„ calm weather a row-ooTnimht 

I do not think 5 CX P edlt,on than a " y veffel, but in a gale of whid 

1 do not think veffels from xo to 12 tons would be fafe. b 



E /<1- 



Appendix (E.) 



Examination of JOHN RENNIE, Efquire {Engineer.) 

Are you acquainted with any Plan of Improvement of the Harbour of Port ■* a ■ 
Tfith? by f b c n te t Jofcn Sm = aIon - and have you ever examined that Plan and the ? Mm *‘ 
be he moll Wfi * y , OU ',°P ,nlon “j»n the fubjeft of that Plan and what would 
be the mod beneficial addition and unprovement.—I am acquainted with that 
Plan ; a copy of the Report of which I beg leave to deliver to the Committee ■ 

. . [Same delivered in, and read.l 

p off far as my h “ lted knowledge of the local circumftances of the place goes 
1. feems to me very well adapted to the purpofe. It is poffible however, upon Lire 

S'l laTJfhTf 1 ht , reC °m” end not only fonK fmal1 alterations in Mr. 

bnreaton s Plan, but home further additional works for the improvement of the Har- 

JUeutenant ^General by the Commander of L Forces in Scotian", 

Lieutenant General Vyfe, to report my opinion refpeding the ftate of the flank 

ttefame ° r ! a " d 1 S ave hlm Keports upon the bed mode of repairing 

T . . [Same delivered in, and jread.l 

. Is 11 your °P' mon that ‘he Harbour of Pott Patrick fltould be repaired onlv or 
unproved according to the Plan of Mr. Smeaton, or fuch other as may be deemed 
more advantageous upon proper examination ?_I am decidedly of opinion the 

Ra?Tti?r 0U l, Ct S?- °" 7 bC rc P a,red - but improved, according to Mr P Smeaton's 
Plan, with fuch additions as may appear requifite upon a more minute examination • 
and tt fuch works were carried into execution, the Harbour of Port Patrick would 
not only be much ealiet of accefs and exit, but would be much fafer, and afford 
more proteflion for fuch veffels as might have occafion to refort to it, and thereby 
greatly facilitate the paffage and communication with Ireland. y 

Would thefe improvements and additions fuperfede the neceffity of making or 
improving any other Harbour on the coaft of Scotland near to Port Patrick, I as 
to facilitate the communication with Ireland r-Tl, ere is no doubt that in fume 
winds, veffels might fail from other places better than from Port Patrick, and with 
o her wtnds they would faff better from Port Patrick than from any other ftation ; 
f , eraI P r ' ncI P ks - additional Harbours, if properly chofen, will facilitate the 

FhfoKii? Gr S* Bma,n and Ireland ' But rhave not furveyecTany part of 
the coaft foas to enable me to point out any other fit lituation than Port Patrick. 



Appendix (D.) 



Examination °f JOSEPH WHIDBEY, Efq. (Mailer Attendant of 
His Majeftys Dock Yard at Woolwich.) 

I am" 6 y ° U “ CqUaUlted with tllc Channel between Donaghadee and Port Patrick }— 7 mUbey.Efq. 

With ■ ma " tinK <ir£ ™ fl ““ S ? - y - - *»• 4° years failed 



26<J. 



Have 
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out, it would afford [belter tothe flapping trade of the Channel. 

’ • • ica m akin ^ this Pier and improvement at Port Ne flock, 

ldbeT^at' 'Public advant ag e 8 ?-I think it would! as facilitating the fcaflage to 
» the veffels of the kingdom. as there „ no harbour 

in its vicinity, excepting Loch Ryan, which is out of the way. , 

. , ■ Pnrt Patrick ib as to ftate what. improvement might be maue 

Have you exammed Tort Patrick^ ^ much for the com 

Would veffels be able to get out from Port Neffock, when they could not get out 
• fromPottPattick ^C^gythey 

when they can 'get out of Port Patrick, butthey could not always get out of Port 
Patrick when they could get out of Port Neffodc. 

a r . .here any particular winds when veffels could not make a paffagefrom -Pott 

SS2 

better from Port Patrick. 

Examination of JAMES BLAIR Efq (Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Ayrflure Militia..) 

„,e diftance as near as you can, from Glenloce to Port Patrick by the pre- 
Jamei Blair, Efj. f J\‘ ad thr o„ ft g h Stranraer.-About 18 miles, and there rs no other road. 

iiiii 

fists*# 

Smujr Stranraer, and be a favmgof about four miles. ^ 
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State whether the Proprietors of eftates in that part of the country would con- 
tribute to the making of this road— As this new road will be merely for the benefit 
of Travellers between Scotland and Ireland, it is believed the Proprietors would not 
:be induced to contribute, particularly as they are at prefent reftrained by the Wig- 
town Turnpike Ad from making any road, or laying any -toll, -except on the road 
from Glenluce through Stranraer. 

State thediftance between Glenluce and Port Neffock, by any roach— There is no 
nude road at prefent, except a final! part of the way near Port Neffock ; the diU 
tance by any pradicable road that m : ght be made would Be 18 miles, and the ex- 
pence of making any good road would be very great, as it would be through a line 
of country compofed of very deep fand. 

Are there any public works at Port Patjick, and what are they f — There is -a 
Cuftom-houfe, and Barrack lately built' by Government; and there are two good 
Inns, and feveral fmaller ones ; and there are from 3 to 400 inhabitants. 

The Witnefs added, That under the direction of Lord Cathcart, Commander in 
-Chief in Scotland, a fum not exceding-£. 1,-500 was dellred to be laid out by the 
Lords of theTreafury, in fecuring the prefent Pier of Port Patrick, for which pur- 
pofe a contract has been entered into, and the repair will take place early next year. 

Were the improvements to be adopted according to Mr. Smeaton’s Plan, this repair 
might be .done at a -confiderable lefs e-xpence. 

\A Member of the Committee delivered in Copies of two Memorials to the j Appendix IF.) 
Lords of theTreafury, .relating to the removal of the packets from Port ' ~ 1 ’ 

Patrick, 1802 and 1807, which were read.] 

[Colonel Robert Blair delivered in to the Committee, a Statement, figned by 
240 mafters of veffels navigating St. George’s Channel or the into Sea, 
recommending proper -Piers to be .conftrudled at Ports Neffock and Bangor, 
which was read.] Appendix (H.) 



Appendix 

(A.) 

Minutes of 
Evidence. 

James Blair, Efq. 



Examination of DAVID KER, Efquire. 



Have you perufed Mr. Telford’s Report and Surveys ; and can you ftate whether 
there are any other places near to Donaghadee or Port Patrick, where Harbours may 
be made to improve the communication between England and Ireland . 1 have, 

and beg leave-to deliver in my opinion to the Committee in writing. 



David Ker, Efq. 

K / 



Appendix (I.) 



Are you generally refident at Port Avo ? Yes, for the laft 40 years. 

Has Mr Telford, or any other perfons, made any other enquiries and application to 
you, relative to the Harbour of Port Avo, or any other Harbour ?-No, never have. 

Have you any other communication refpedling Mr. Telford s Report ? Yes; the 
Bri^s, and the eaft part of the Copland Ifiands, to be extremely dangerous ; and 
the D Brigs lie in the diredt line between Ports Neffock and Bangor. 'Pori A.v° as 
an adiuiflSfc to Donaghadee, being the diftance -of about 1* mile, will give it 
advantages over every other port; and alfo, that when Ihipping cannot get lately 
into Port Avo, they can lie with perfect fafety under the Copland Ifiands (being 
■three in number). , 

[Mr. Ker delivered in a Plan of the Harbour of Port AvoJ. 



How long have you known Donaghadee ? — About 40 years. 

Have any additions or improvements been made to the Town and Harbour 
within that time ?— The prefent Quay was built by the exertions of Mr. de la Cherois 
father, by the affiftance and aid of Government, between 30 and 40 years ago ; 
and very great exertions have been made by the family for the improvement of the 
Town and Harbour during the life of the late Mr. de la Cherois. With refpedl to 
Bangor Harbour, Colonel Ward has done more than any individual tor that 
Harbour, and the general benefit of commerce ; and that he is defending of public 
aid to carry further improvements into execution. 



Examination of RICHARD KER, Efq. 

Have you perufed Mr. Telford's Report; and can you ftate whether there are Rich. Ker, Eft. 
anv other and what improvements, which might be made for facilitating the com- — 

1 mumcation 
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Rich. Ker, Efq. 



munication between England and Ireland, than he has dated ? — I have ; and it ap- 
pears to me, confirmed by the information of Mr. Rennie, that there is an Harbour 
called Cattle Chichefter, on the ibuth fide of the Loch of Belfaft, which might be 
made very fafe and commodious for veflels to refort to in ftormy Weather from the 
Scotch Ports, when they could not make Donaghadee. 



Examination of the Reverend JAMES ARBUCKLE. 

R ev.J./fr buck/e. Are you a refident at Donaghadee ; and can you date whether the mails are did 

t — ) patched to Scotland as foon as they arrive, or whether you have known of any delay 

in the forwarding of them, which might be . avoided ?— I have refided there near 
20 years, and have not known of any unnecefl’ary delay,- nor of any well-founded 
complaints. 



Examination of DAVID KER, jun. Efq. 

D. Ker, jun. Efq. Have ) ou known any delay in the mails or packets from Donaghadee ? — -I have 

' — known none with refpedt to the mails,; but in my opinion, delays have taken place 

in the falling of packets, which they might have done, particularly within thefe two 
months, on my paffage from Ireland. 
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